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Summary Information

Repository: Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library

Creator: Halsband, Frances

Title: Frances Halsband papers and drawings

ID: in00034252294

Date [inclusive]: 1966-2019

Physical
Description:

8 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Frances Halsband (b. 1943) is an American Architect based in
New York City. She is a founding partner at Kliment Halsband
Architects and the first woman to serve as president of the
Architectural League of New York and the New York City
chapter of the American Institute of Architects. The collection
contains professional material from these and other professional
organizations, as well as from her practice, her education, and
her her time on the faculty at a number of institutions.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

Frances Halsband (b.1943) earned her Architecture degree from Columbia University in
1968 and has practiced as a partner with Kliment Halsband Architects since 1972. The firm
specializes in master planning, historic preservation, and adaptive reuse for educational,
cultural, civic, government buildings and sites. From 1985-1989, Halsband served as President
of the Architectural League of New York, and from 1991-1994 as Dean of Pratt Institute's
School of Architecture. She has also acted as Commissioner of the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission, President of the AIA New York Chapter, along with involvement
with many more professional organizations and educational institutions.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Scope and Contents

The Frances Halsband papers and drawings document Halsband's professional activities and
relationships within a number of architectural professional organizations, universities, and
her practice with Robert Kliment. The collection contains correspondence, drafts, instructional
material, photographs, drawings, ephemera, and printed material.The series headings reflect
original distinctions between Arch League material, firm material, and other professional
material.

The Architectural League of New York series contains a range of files organized in a rough
chronology across 16 years of involvement, with a concentration around her presidency from
1985-1989. The series ends with a scrapbook compiled by League colleagues documenting and
celebrating her leadership tenure.

The Kliment Halsband Architects Series conists mostly of incoming and outgoing
correspondence, with of a binder of press clippings concerning KHA projects from 2003-2004

Series III: Personal and Professional Papers exhibits Halsband's emergence in the field and
wider professional engagement. Material in this series is dated back to her days in Columbia
University's school of architecture, with examples of her student work and evidence of post-
graduate activities as a William Kinne Fellow. Her career as an educator is captured in this
series, with correspondence and instructional material from her positions at Columbia,
University of North Carolina, Rice University, University of Virginia, Harvard University,
University of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Pratt Institute, UC Berkeley,
Ball State University, and University of Maryland. Drafts, correspondence, and program
planning material document her involvement with conferences and as a lecturer. Several files
document her presidency at the AIA NYC chapter, and a small number of files relate to other
professional organizations.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library
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Related Materials

Related Materials

For KHA firm records and Robert Kliment Material, see Kliment Halsband Architects records
and architectural drawings, 1922-2007, bulk 1972-2003

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Columbia University
• Pratt Institute
• Kliment Halsband Architects
• Architectural League of New York
• American Institute of Architects
• American Institute of Architects. New York Chapter
• New York (N.Y.). Landmarks Preservation Commission

Collection Inventory

Series I: Architectural League of New York
Title/Description Instances

Chronological Files

1973-1986: Venturi Diner box 1 folder 1

1975-1979: Miscellaneous materials box 1 folder 2

1976-1989: Miscellaneous materials box 1 folder 3

1980-1981: Miscellaneous materials box 1 folder 4

1985: Cold Spring Conference box 1 folder 5

1985: Coliseum box 1 folder 6

1985: Correspondence box 1 folder 7

1985-1986: Correspondence box 1 folder 8

1985-1989: Miscellaneous Materials box 1 folder 9
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1985-1991: Miscellaneous Materials box 1 folder 10

1986 Correspondence box 1 folder 11

1986-1987: Miscellaneous Materials box 1 folder 12

1986-1987: Correspondence box 2 folder 1-2

1986-1990: Cold Spring Conferences box 2 folder 3

1987: The Inhabited Landscape box 2 folder 4

1988: Projects box 2 folder 5

1988: Cold Springs Conference II box 2 folder 6

1989: Miscellaneous Materials box 2 folder 7-8

Scrapbook, 1985-1989

Scope and Contents

photographs, ephemera, and correspondence from
Halsband presidency

oversize box
1

Revisiting Postmodernism podcast series, 2009
Physical Description: 1 compact disks 

box 10 folder 5

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: Kliment Halsband Architects
Title/Description Instances

Clippings, 2003-2004 box 3 folder 1

Correspondence

"FH Correspondence", 1994-2001 box 3 folder 2-3

"Partners' Correspondence", 1976-2005 box 3 folder 3-14

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series III: Personal and Professional Papers
Title/Description Instances

Conferences and Lectures

Blau conference, 1974 box 4 folder 1

ACSA Cranbrook, 1979 box 4 folder 2

GANYS Talk, 1979 box 4 folder 3

GANYS Meeting, 1979-1980 box 4 folder 4
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ACSA Carnegie-Mellon, 1979-1980 box 4 folder 5

UCLA, 1984 box 4 folder 6

San Francisco, 1985 box 4 folder 7

Oslo, 1986 box 4 folder 8

USC School of Architecture, 1988 box 4 folder 9

KAHN Conference, 1991 box 4 folder 10

Mayor's Institute on city design, 1992 box 4 folder 11

ACSA, 1992-1995 box 4 folder 12

Denver, 1993 box 4 folder 13

AIA Convention, San Diego, 2003
Physical Description: 1 videocassettes (VHS) 

box 10 folder 4

DDC Presentation, 2003 box 4 folder 14

AIA PA Lecture Series, 2004

Scope and Contents

CDs

box 4 folder 15

Ivy Plus Lecture, 2004 box 4 folder 16

SCUP 39 Toronto, 2004 box 4 folder 17

SCUP 40 Washington, DC, 2004-2005 box 4 folder 18

AIA CAE, 2005

Scope and Contents

CDs

box 4 folder 19

Head Mistresses Association of the East, 2006 box 4 folder 20

Calgary Urban Campus, 2006 box 4 folder 21

SCUP Providence, 2006 box 4 folder 22

Undated box 4 folder 23

box 4 folder 24Assorted lectures, 1978-2019

box 5 folder 1-5

Professional Organizations

American Institute of Architects

box 5 folder 6-7Chronological files, 1980-1992

Processing Information: box 6 folder 1
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Processing Information

and MB 6:1

Fellowship, 1986 box 6 folder 2

Call to Action, 2018-2019 box 6 folder 3-4

Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture,
1991-1994

box 6 folder 6

Landmarks Preservation Commission, 2015 box 6 folder 7

New York State Council on the Arts, 1980-1982 box 6 folder 8

Teaching

Processing Information:
Processing Information

Restricted material--FERPA

Columbia, 1973-1978 box 6 folder 9

North Carolina, 1977-1979 box 7 folder 1

Rice University, 1978-1979 box 7 folder 2

Virginia, 1978-1979 box 7 folder 3

Harvard, 1980-1981 box 7 folder 4

University of Pennsylvania, 1981 box 7 folder 5

MIT, 1988 box 7 folder 6

UVA Deanship, 1988-1989 box 7 folder 7

Pratt, 1990-1994 box 7 folder 8-9

Berkeley, 1997 box 7 folder 10

Ball State, 1999 box 7 folder 11

University of Maryland, 2000 box 7 folder 12

Other Professional and Academic Material

Academic and early professional portfolio, circa 1968 box 7 folder 13

Chronological files, 1977-2017 box 8 folder 1-8

Columbia University School of Architecture box 8

Admissions application portfolio, 1965 box 8 folder 9

New York City zoning laws project, 1968 box 8 folder 10

William Kinne Fellowship, 1968-1969 box 8 folder 11-12
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Scope and Contents

Application and acceptance materials; travel
sketches

Correspondence

General, 1994-1996 box 9 folder 1

Christian Norberg-Schulz, 1985-1988 box 9 folder 2

Deanship nominations, 1987-1990 box 9 folder 3

box 9 folder 4

oversize box
1

Drawings, 2003, 2009, undated

Scope and Contents

Rolled Drawings: Wellesley humanities (2), KHA
office (1); Johns Hopkins Gilman Hall Section (1),
Brown University Jewelry District Space Type /
Program Analysis Area Plan (1, 2009), Not A
Park Concept (1); 'christmas video' drawings (10);
Oversize Box 1: llustrations from "Publishing"
Manuscript Box: Illustrations from "" and drawings
for party invitation

tube box 1

Essay drafts, "A Different Kind of Light", undated box 9 folder 5

Photographs, 1981-1985 box 9 folder 6

Printed material, 1987-2017 box 9 folder 7-8

Urban Design Forum: Not A Park!, 2019 box 9 folder 9
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