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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Creator: Parks, Gordon, 1912-2006

Title: Gordon Parks Photographs

ID: in00034196772

ID: MS#2237

Date [inclusive]: 1942-1967

Date [bulk]: 1947-1952

Physical
Description:

4.04 linear feet 34 photographs in 2 Flat Boxes; 1 portfolio of 12
photographs (currently in Flat Box; will be transferred at later
time) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Gordon Parks Photographs; Box and
Folder; Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Content Description

Gordon Parks (1912-2006) was a pioneering African-American photographer and filmmaker.
Moving from job to job during the Depression, he eventually discovered photography and
was largely self-taught, working mostly in cities such as Minneapolis and Chicago. With
financial support from the Julius Rosenwald Fund, he went to Washington, DC with the hope
of joining the Farm Security Administration (FSA), which since its establishment in 1937 had
sent photographers such as Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, and Arthur Rothstein to locations
throughout the United States to document the impact of the Dust Bowl and Great Depression.

Parks's time in DC was not easy. He had experienced racial discrimination throughout his
youth, but claimed his time in DC was among the worst. Rather than photographing racists and
examples of their actions subjected onto him and other people of color, Parks decided instead
to utilize the camera to tell the story of victims, not just of racism, but poverty and other forms
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of injustice. He would return to these subjects over and over through the decades, working
mostly as a photojournalist, to capture the lives of these individuals living on the margins of
society.

Working as a freelance photographer in the mid-1940s magazines such as Glamour and Ebony,
Parks proposed a photojournalistic segment to Life magazine about the people of Harlem. The
illustrated article, published in November 1948, recounted the story of of Red Jackson, leader
of the Midtowners, a Harlem gang. The brutally honest and humanistic narrative and images
earned Parks fame and a position at Life as their first Black staff photographer. He worked at
the magazine for twenty years, producing compelling exposés of racial injustice and poverty,
while also covering stories ranging from fashion to sports. In the 1960s he photographed
the Civil Rights movement and the impact of segregation throughout the South. He also
photographed compelling portraits of civil rights leaders in action, including Martin Luther
King, Jr., Malcolm X, and Stokely Carmichael.

In 1969 Parks became the first Black filmmaker to write and direct a major Hollywood studio
motion picture, The Learning Tree, based on his semiautobiographical novel. Over the course
of his career, he moved into writing books, composing musical scores, and making more films,
but he never stopped taking pictures with his camera. He was awarded the National Medal
of Arts in 1988 and received over fifty honorary degrees from universities before his death in
New York in 2006.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

Images are from four photographic series by Gordon Parks.

1) Doll Test, 1947 -Gordon Parks documented through photographs the Doll Test created by
psychologists Drs. Mamie and Kenneth Clark using experiments with dolls with different skin
colors.

2) Invisible Man, 1952 -Gordon Parks documents a series titled "A Man Becomes Invisible" in
collaboration with Ralph Ellison for Life Magazine.

3) Harlem, 1947-1952- Various photographs depicting street scenes in Harlem.

4) I AM YOU portfolio, 2017- American civil rights movement images taken between
1942-1967.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Conditions Governing Access

This collection has no restrictions.

Conditions Governing Use

Single reproductions may be made for research purposes. It is the responsibility of the user
to secure permission for publication or use from the appropriate copyright holder.

Processing Information

Collection processed by Melissa Cabarcas 7/2026

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Combined purchase/gift from the Gordon Parks Foundation, 2026.

Processing Information

Photographs were arranged and grouped into 4 photographic series documenting historical
moments in Black American History as well as some artistic street photography highlighting
Harlem. These arrangements are: Series I: Doll Test, Series II: Invisible Man, Series
III: Harlem, and Series IV: I AM YOU: Portfolio. Photographs not in the Portfolio were
individually Mylar'ed and placed into folders. The decision was made to process at the
item level and create scope notes detailing the kind of printing processes used as well as
two identification numbers used by the Parks Foundation. Where there were no titles, the
images were given a simple description. Subject headings and agent records pertaining to
the photographs were added, allowing for better access by researchers.
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Custodial History

Gordon Parks's photographs were deposited with Columbia University's Rare Book and
Manuscript Library under an agreement by the seller and Executive Director of The Gordon
Parks Foundation, Peter Kunhardt, Jr.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Separated Materials

Select photographs from this purchase went to the Avery library, where they will be
separately cataloged.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• black-and-white photographs
• Photographers
• Color photographs
• African Americans -- Civil rights
• Racism -- United States
• Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka
• Harlem (New York, N.Y.)
• Clark, Kenneth Bancroft, 1914-2005
• Clark, Mamie Phipps
• King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968
• X, Malcolm, 1925-1965
• Robinson, Jackie, 1919-1972
• Jackson, Mahalia, 1911-1972
• Parks, Rosa, 1913-2005

Collection Inventory

Series I: Doll Test, 1947
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Scope and Contents

Gordon Parks documented the pioneering work of Drs. Kenneth and Mamie Clark, the first African-
Americans to earn doctorates in psychology from Columbia University. The Clarks conducted a series
of experiments utilizing dolls with different skin colors. The experiments, undertaken at the Northside
Testing and Consultation Center in Harlem, illuminated the pernicious effects of segregation and were
later used as evidence in Brown versus the Board of Education. Ebony magazine published images from
this series in 1947

Title/Description Instances

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Dr. Kenneth Clark with child and dolls, Gelatin Silver
Print, 16.001(GP05963 3/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 1

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Little girl and psychologist with flash cards, Gelatin
Silver Print, 16.025(GP07195 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 2

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Little girl with coat on chair, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.017(GP07187 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 3

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Two men with recording system, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.020(GP07190 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 4

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Dr. Mamie and Dr. Kenneth Clark with children,
Gelatin Silver Print, 16.021(GP07191 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 5

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Discussion with books, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.016(GP07182 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 6

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947 box Flat Box
2

folder 7
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Scope and Contents

Teenager with psychologist and puzzle, Gelatin Silver
Print, 16.022(GP07192 2/15)

Doll Test, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 84.008(GP05862 24/25)

box Flat Box
2

folder 8

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Two young boys playing on floor, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.023(GP07193 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 9

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Young boy with sculptor, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.028(GP07198 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 10

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Woman and two boys, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.019(GP07189 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 11

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Dr. Mamie Clark with girl, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.018(GP07188 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 12

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Young boy choosing white doll, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.002(GP16972 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 13

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Soda fountain, Gelatin Silver Print, 16.013(GP07183
2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 14

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: Invisible Man, 1952
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Scope and Contents

Gordon Parks collaborated with Ralph Ellison on a photographic series published in Life Magazine
called "A Man Become Invisible." The photographs illustrated scenes from Ellison's novel and blurred the
boundary between "realism and fantasy."

Title/Description Instances

Soapbox Orator, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 32.003 (GP40025)

box Flat Box
1

folder 2

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

People on a stoop, Gelatin Silver Print, 32.016
(GP08278 2/15)

box Flat Box
1

folder 3

Emerging Man, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 33.001(GP09693

box Flat Box
1

folder 6

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Speaker on ladder, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.015(GP05978 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 15

Mysticism, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 32.007(GP09851 1/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 16

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Man with Old Mr. Boston liquor bottle, Gelatin Silver
Print, 32.010(GP05985 4/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 17

Invisible Man Retreat, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 32.009(GP05986 7/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 18

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952 box Flat Box
2

folder 19
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Scope and Contents

Eye chasing man, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.013(GP05984 4/15)

Brotherhood Sacrifice, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 32.031(GP05841 3/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 20

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Men with chairs, Gelatin Silver Print, 32.032(GP05846
3/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 21

The Invisible Man, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 33.005(GP08246 14/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 22

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Man in Penn Station, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.033(GP05847 4/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 23

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series III: Harlem, 1947-1952
Scope and Contents

Various photographs depicting street scenes in Harlem.

Title/Description Instances

Street Scene, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Gelatin Silver Print, 32.002 (GP77707)

box Flat Box
1

folder 1

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Booklets on divination, Gelatin Silver Print, 32.034
(GP30558)

box Flat Box
1

folder 4

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952 box Flat Box
1

folder 5
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Scope and Contents

Man with cigarette, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.059(GP30564 2/15

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Woman with row of shoes, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.026(GP06665 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 24

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Young boys in car window, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.025(GP06403 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 25

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Young boys playing dice, Gelatin Silver Print,
16.006(GP07180 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 26

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1947

Scope and Contents

Two young boys in tug of war with hands, Gelatin
Silver Print, 16.004(GP07176 1/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 27

Untitled, Harlem, New York, 1952

Scope and Contents

Woman and nurse walking, Gelatin Silver Print,
32.030(GP08279 2/15)

box Flat Box
2

folder 28

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series IV: I AM YOU, Portfolio, 1942-1967
Scope and Contents

A portfolio titled "I AM YOU" containing 12 black-and-
white and color photographs documenting protests and
the March on Washington in 1963. The photographs
depict prominent figures of the Civil Rights Movement,
including Mahalia Jackson, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X, Jackie Robinson, and Rosa Parks. Portfolio
assembled in 2017.

Conditions Governing Access:

box Flat box
3
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Conditions Governing Access

Gloves need to be used with the I AM YOU portfolio as
photographs are not fully covered with Mylar.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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