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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Title: Hale Smith papers

ID: in00034115473

ID: MS#2233

Date [inclusive]: 1925-2009

Physical
Description:

13 linear feet 7 record cartons; 10 small flat; 1 loose folder 

Language of the
Material:

English

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Hale Smith Papers; Box and Folder; Rare
Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.
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Content Description

Hale Smith (1925-2009) was a composer, arranger, editor, musician, and teacher. Smith was
born in Cleveland, June 29, 1925 and grew up amongst the city's Black cultural scene: the
Smith family business, half print shop and half barber shop, was across the street from Karamu
House.

After completing military service (1943-45), Smith enrolled as a composition major at the
Cleveland Institute of Music (BM 1950; MM 1952). In 1958 he moved to New York City,
beginning a period of collaborations with jazz artists, including Eric Dolphy, Dizzy Gillespie,
and Ahmad Jamal. He also collaborated with Langston Hughes to set a selection of Hughes'
poems to music.

After losing control over how a label used one of his compositions, Smith educated himself of
copyright and the rights of creators. He served as an editor and consultant for several music
publishers, and founded his own publishing company, Halsco Music Publishers, in the 1980s.
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Smith taught at Long Island University, the University of Connecticut (1970-1984), and served
as an advisor and the principle arranger/orchestrator for the Black Music Repertory Ensemble
of the Center for Black Music Research, Columbia College. He was also the

In 1948, Smith married Juanita Hancock; they had four children.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Conditions Governing Access

Material is unprocessed. Please contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.

Conditions Governing Use

Single reproductions may be made for research purposes. It is the responsibility of the user
to secure permission for publication or use from the appropriate copyright holder.
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