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Summary Information

Repository:
Creator:
Creator:

Title:

ID:
Date [inclusive]:

Physical
Description:

Language of the
Material:

Abstract:

Abstract:

C. V. Starr East Asian Library
Chen, Yande, 1950-
Li, Yaying

Collection of Correspondences between Chen Yande and Li
Yaying
in00033974647

1970-1974

0.5 linear feet 1 manuscript box

Chinese

The collection consists of personal letters between Chen Yande
and Li Yaying during the height of the Cultural Revolution in
China.
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Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item, Date (if known); Collection of Correspondence between
Chen Yande and Li Yaying, Box 1 and Folder #; C.V. Starr East Asian Library, Columbia
University Libraries
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Biographical / Historical

Chen Yande (b. 1950 August 20, Xiamen/Amoy, Fujian, China) is a professor and historian
at the Xiamen University. Chen was admitted into the Department of History at Xiamen
University in 1978, received his bachelor's and master's degrees in 1982 and 1985,
respectively. Chen's research projects range from the history of socioeconomics in China,
the Chinese diaspora in Southeast Asia, etc. During his youth, Chen was sent down to the
countryside in western Fujian and worked in a coal mine.
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Li Yaying was admitted to the Nanjing Railway Medical College in 1972 and later became a
doctor.

Chen Yande and Li Yaying were close friends out of the No.1 Xiamen Middle School.

" Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical
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Scope and Contents

This collection contains approximately 282 letters, written during 1970 and 1974 by Chen
Yande and Li Yaying, two educated youths sent down for labor education to the Gutian
Township, Shanghang County, Longyan, Fujian. Chen worked in a coal mine while Li worked
in a rural commune. They exchanged correspondences frequently and shared stories and
details of their respective life during the height of the Cultural Revolution. In 1972, Li Yaying
was admitted to the Nanjing Railway Medical College and they continued to write to each
other. The letters are chronologically arranged.

" Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents
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Arrangement

The letters are arranged in 1 series chronologically and by author/sender.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

C. V. Starr East Asian Library

300 Kent Hall

1140 Amsterdam Ave

M.C. 3901

New York, NY 10027

Telephone: (212) 854-4318

starr@library.columbia.edu

URL: https://library.columbia.edu/locations/eastasian.html

Conditions Governing Access

The collection (box 1) is located off-site and has no restriction.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Gift of Chen Yande, 2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Evian Yiyun Pan, October 2025.
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Controlled Access Headings

+  Letters (correspondence)

+  Correspondence

+  China -- History -- Cultural Revolution, 1966-1976

*  China--History--Cultural Revolution, 1966-1976--Personal narratives

Collection Inventory

Series I: Pifi7fli 5-22 L 955815 Letters between Chen Yande and Li Yaying

Title/Description Instances
225815 H % Directory of the Letters between Chen and Li box 1 folder 1

FRATIEEZ= L% (3F Letters from Chen Yande to Li Yaying

1970 October 17-1972 February 21 box 1 folder 2
Physical Description: ZJ45%f

1972 March 7-December 3 box 1 folder 3
Physical Description: £721%f

Scope and Contents

ST BB R BERE R

1973 January 8-July 19 box 1 folder 4
Physical Description: ZJ19%f

1973 August 20-1974 January 29 box 1 folder 5
Physical Description: £)21%f

1974 February 8-August 15 box 1 folder 6
Physical Description: ZJ36%f

ZE P B AATE(E Letters from Li Yaying to Chen Yande

1970 October 23-1972 April 15 box 1 folder 7
Physical Description: 247t

1972 April 22-1973 April 17 box 1 folder 8
Physical Description: 2J27$f

1973 May 1-1974 May 4 box 1 folder 9
Physical Description: ZJ42%f

1974 May 12-August 9 box 1 folder 10
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Physical Description: £16%f
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