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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Creator: Stork, Gilbert

Title: Gilbert Stork Papers

ID: 9286883

ID: MS#1604

Date [inclusive]: 1942-2011

Physical
Description:

3.5 linear feet 2 record storage cartons 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: Correspondence and professional papers of noted organic
chemist and Columbia University Professor of Chemistry,
Gilbert Stork.

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Gilbert Stork Papers; Box and Folder;
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.
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Biographical Note

Gilbert Stork was born in Belgium in 1921. His received his primary and secondary education
in France, before moving to the United States and attending the University of Florida in
Gainesville, where he earned his Bachelor of Science in Chemistry. He went on to do his
graduate work in organic chemistry at the University of Wisconsin, where he earned his PhD in
1945.
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Biographical Note

Stork worked for a year in the pharmaceutical industry before taking a position in the
Chemistry Department at Harvard. Stork remained at Harvard until 1952 when he accepted
a position in the Chemistry Department at Columbia University, where he would remain for
the balance of his career. He became a full professor in 1955, was named the Eugene Higgins
Professor of Chemistry in 1967, and attained the status of Professor Emeritus in 1993.
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Biographical Note

Professor Stork's work on organic chemistry focused on synthesis, including, notably, his
achievement of the total synthesis of quinine. He invented a reagent to solve a specific problem
in total synthesis, is known for including stereospecificity in synthetic designs. The Stork
enamine synthesis is named in his honor.
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Biographical Note

Stork's many awards and honors include the American Chemical Society's Award in Pure
Chemistry (1957), the American Chemical Society's Award for Creative Work in Synthetic
Organic Chemistry (1967), the Arthur C. Cope Award (1980), the National Academy of
Sciences Award in Chemical Sciences (1982), the National Medal of Science (1982), the
Tetrahedron Prize (1985), the Roger Adams Award (1991), the Wolf Prize (1996), and the D.H.
Barton Medal, Royal Society of Chemistry (2002).
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Summary

The collection contains Stork's office files, arranged chronologically. This chronological
arrangement reflects Stork's own filing system. While the bulk of the material is
correspondence between Stork and colleagues, students, and University administrators, there
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are also documents related to conference presentations, symposia, and awards, as well as
clippings and honors.
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Arrangement

Material is arranged chronologically.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Revision Description
xml document instance created by Carrie Hintz EAD was imported spring 2019 as part of the
ArchivesSpace Phase II migration. 2012-02-28 2019-05-20

Restrictions on Access

This collection is located off-site. You will need to request this material at least three
business days in advance to use the collection in the Rare Book and Manuscript Library
reading room.

Restrictions on Access

This collection has no restrictions.
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Terms Governing Use and Reproduction

Reproductions may be made for research purposes. The RBML maintains ownership of
the physical material only. Copyright remains with the creator and his/her heirs. The
responsibility to secure copyright permission rests with the patron.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

2011.2012.M082: Source of acquisition--Gilbert Stork. Method of acquisition--Gift; Date of
acquisition--02/21/2012.

Processing Information

Papers processed Carrie Hintz 02/24/2012.

Processing Information

finding aid written Carrie Hintz 02/27/202.

Accruals

Materials may have been added to the collection since this finding aid was prepared.
Contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Chemistry, Organic
• Stork, Gilbert

Collection Inventory

Series I: Chronological Files, 1942-2011
Title/Description Instances

1942-1984 box 1

1985-2011 box 2

Undated box 2
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