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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library
Creator: Sirkin, Abraham M
Title: Abraham M. Sirkin papers

ID: 8828437
ID: MS#1580
Date [inclusive]: 9999

Physical 14 linear feet 8 rscs, 1 OS box
Description:

Language of the English .
Material:

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Abraham M. Sirkin Papers; Box and
Folder; Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.
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Biographical / Historical

He was born Abraham Meyer Sirkin in Barre, Vt., the only son of Russian-Jewish immigrants
who came to the United States after fleeing pogroms in Eastern Europe. His father died when
he was 13, and his mother died four years later. At Columbia College in New York, he worked
on the campus newspaper. While getting his master's degree from the Columbia School of
Journalism, his interest in foreign affairs was sparked by lectures from newspaper employees,
government officials and foreign affairs specialists. He worked as a publicist until being
drafted into the Army in 1941. After the war, he worked for Gen. Douglas MacArthur's press
office in Tokyo, where he led the first media tour of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Japanese
cities on which the United States dropped atomic bombs. Sirkin once said that one of the
toughest assignments during that period was keeping secret sealed indictments of Japanese
war leaders. Premature release of the announcement he had written would trigger a mistrial,
he was warned. The document was guarded by the U.S. Marines until the indictments were
opened in court. Later, while chief of information for the U.S. Marshall Plan mission in London
- the beginning of his government public relations career -- Sirkin met Helen Winsor Ball, an
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economic analyst with the Marshall Plan. They married in 1951 and had four children. In 1953
and still in London, Sirkin joined the U.S. Information Agency. He supervised cultural centers
in south India from 1963 to 1966, before becoming USIA's counselor for public affairs at the
U.S. Embassy in Athens. Under the military dictatorship there in the late 1960s and early 70s,
Sirkin championed a free press by meeting with the opposition press corps, and at one point
the ruling dictator, Col. George Papadopoulos, tried to get him removed. Walter Kohl, a USIA
colleague of Sirkin's in Greece, recalled that Sirkin took personal risks to reassure Greeks that
the United States had not forsaken them.
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Summary

Correspondence, reports, memoranda, essays, articles, clippings, etc.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor

Columbia University, Mail Code 1127

535 W. 114th St.

New York, NY 10027

Business Number: (212) 854-5153

Fax Number: (212) 854-1365

rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu

URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Restrictions on Access

Material is unprocessed. Please contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.

Processing Information

Collection-level record describing unprocessed material made public in summer 2018 as
part of the Hidden Collections initiative.
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Restrictions on Access

This collection is located on-site.

Restrictions on Access

This collection has no restrictions.

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction

Reproductions may be made for research purposes. The RBML maintains ownership of
the physical material only. Copyright remains with the creator and his/her heirs. The
responsibility to secure copyright permission rests with the patron.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

2011-2012-M004: Source of acquisition--Susanna Mcilwaine. Method of acquisition--Gift;
Date of acquisition--7/8/2011.

Processing Information

Papers processed mmb 5/2/1999.

Processing Information

Papers appraised appraiser [date].

Accruals

Materials may have been added to the collection since this finding aid was prepared.
Contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.
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Controlled Access Headings

+  Diplomacy

+  Foreign relations

+  Personal papers

«  Sirkin, Abraham M

+  Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training
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