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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Creator: Zubov, V. P. (Valentin Platonovich), graf, 1884-1969

Creator: I︠a︡kubovskiĭ, Ivan Andreevich, 1770-1864

Title: Valentin Platonovich Zubov Manuscripts

ID: 4078284

Date [inclusive]: 1850-1968

Physical
Description:

7 items 2 manuscript boxes 

Language of the
Material:

French , Russian , German .

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Valentin Platonovich Zubov Manuscripts;
Box and Folder; Bakhmeteff Archive, Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia
University.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical sketch

Valentin Platonovich Zubov (1884-1969), Russian philosopher and art historian, founder and
director of Institut Istorii Iskusstv in St. Petersburg. He belonged to one of the most famous
Russian noble families. His great-grandfather, Count Nikolai Alexandrovich Zubov, was a
brother of the famous favorite of Catherine the Great, Prince Platon Zubov.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Biographical / Historical

Count Valentin Platonovich Zubov was born on November 10, 1884 in St. Petersburg. In 1904,
he graduated from a privileged Gymnasium and entered the St. Petersburg University.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

However, since fall 1905, he had been studying art history at the universities in Heidelberg,
Leipzig, Halle and Berlin. In 1913, V. P. Zubov had finally received his PhD in the University
of Berlin. Soon before this, in 1912, he became the founder and director of the Institute
of Art History, the first such institution in Imperial Russia. It was created as a publicly
accessible historical and art library with regular lectures by leading art scholars. All books
were purchased with V. P. Zubov's personal funds (by the time of the opening it was about
6000 volumes). He also donated a part of his palace on St. Isaac's Square for the Institute.
Everyone was admitted to the Institute, and lectures were free of charge.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

After the Bolshevik takeover, Zubov became known as "the red Count" simply because he
hadn't fled Russia but voluntarily gave the Bolsheviks the rest of his luxurious palace. In 1918,
Count Zubov was arrested and released only after Anatolii Lunacharsky's pleading. He was
imprisoned one more time in 1922 and that time spent several months in Lubianka prison in
Moscow. In 1923, Zubov was transferred to Petrograd, released again and finally managed to
leave Russia with his young wife in 1925.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

In France, he started several antique shops and lived between Nice, Berlin, and Paris. The last
twenty years of his life he lived in Paris and actively participated in Russian émigré life. He
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published extensively on the subject of Russian iconography. However, he became well known
after publishing in Germany his book on Tsar Paul the First. His less known works include his
memoirs Stradnye gody Rossii: Vospominaniia o revoliutsii (1917—1925) (Suffering years of
Russia: Recollections of the revolution) and his editing work for Ivan Iakubovskii's manuscript
and its publication under the title   Karlik favorita (Dwarf of the Favorite), both published in
Munich. He died in 1969 in Paris.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Summary

The collection includes V. P. Zubov's memoirs "Souvenirs de la revolution russe (1917-1925)";
Zubov's biography of Paul I "La fin de l'Empereur Paul". There is also the original manuscript
of "Istoriia zhizni Ivana Iakubovskago" (ca. 1850) by Ivan Iakubovskii, and Zubov's foreword,
comments and name index prepared for publication of the manuscript. There are two books
and one offprint by Zubov in the collection: Zar Paul I: Mensch un Schicksal;   Karlik favorita:
Istoriia zhizni Ivana Iakubovskogo; and a portion of Zubov's memoirs about the Institut istorii
iskusstv, from almanac "Mosty".

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection organized in three series.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
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Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Restrictions on Access

This collection is located on-site.

Restrictions on Access

This collection has no restrictions.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Manuscripts: Method of acquisition--Purchase; Date of acquisition--1955.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Manuscripts: Method of acquisition--Purchase; Date of acquisition--1957.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Manuscripts: Method of acquisition--Purchase; Date of acquisition--1958.

Location of Originals Note

Bakhmeteff Archive. Rare Book and Manuscript Library. Columbia University.

Processing Information

Manuscripts Accessioned 1955.

Processing Information

Manuscripts Accessioned 1957.

Processing Information

Manuscripts Accessioned 1958.

Processing Information

Manuscripts Processed 03/--/82.
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Terms Governing Use and Reproduction

Reproductions may be made for research purposes. The RBML maintains ownership of
the physical material only. Copyright remains with the creator and his/her heirs. The
responsibility to secure copyright permission rests with the patron.

Accruals

Materials may have been added to the collection since this finding aid was prepared.
Contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Museums -- Soviet Union -- 20th century
• Russia -- History -- 1801-1917
• Memoirs
• Biographies (literary works)
• Paul I, Emperor of Russia, 1754-1801
• I︠a︡kubovskiĭ, Ivan Andreevich, 1770-1864
• Institut istorīi iskusstv (Petrograd, R.S.F.S.R.)

Collection Inventory

Series I: Karlik favorita. Istoriia zhizni Ivana Andreevicha Iakubovskogo, karlika
svetleishego kniazia Platona Aleksandrovicha Zubova, pisannaia im samim
Scope and Contents

Series consists of Iakubovskii's original manuscript; typescript of foreword, comments and name index
prepared by Zubov for publication of the manuscript; and printed book.

Title/Description Instances

Iakubovskii, Ivan. Istoriia zhizni Ivana Iakubvskago, 1850s
Physical Description: (original holograph manuscript)

General

(original holograph manuscript)

box 1 folder 1

Zubov, V. P. Foreword, comments, name index, 1954 box 1 folder 2-3

- Page 7 -



Valentin Platonovich Zubov Manuscripts4078284

Physical Description: (typescript)

General

(typescript)

Karlik favorita. Istoriia zhizni Ivana Andreevicha
Iakubovskogo, karlika svetleishego kniazia Platona
Aleksandrovicha Zubova, pisannaia im samim, 1968
Physical Description: (printed book with foreword and
comments by V. P. Zubov)

Language of the Material: Russian.

General

(printed book with foreword and comments by V. P.
Zubov)

box 1 folder 4

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: Zubov, V. P. Memoirs
Title/Description Instances

Souvenirs de la Revolution Russe (1917-1925), 1954
Physical Description: (typescript)

Language of the Material: French.

General

(typescript, in French)

box 1 folder 5-6

Institut istorii iskusstv, 1963
Physical Description: (off-print)

General

(part of the memoirs published in almanac "Mosty",
#10, 1963; off-print)

box 1 folder 7

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series III: Zubov, V. P. Konets imperatora Pavla I
Title/Description Instances

La Fin du l'Empereur Paul
Physical Description: (typescript with holograph notes)

Language of the Material: French.

box 2 folder 1-6
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General

(typescript with holograph notes; in French)

Zar Paul I: Mensch und Schicksal, 1963
Physical Description: (printed book)

Language of the Material: German.

General

(K.F. Koehler Verlag Stuttgart)

box 2 folder 7

^ Return to Table of Contents
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