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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library
Creator: Kurtzman, Harvey
Title: Harvey Kurtzman papers

ID: 20075114
ID: MS#2217

Date [inclusive]: 1940s-1990s
Physical 42.5 Linear Feet 34 record cartons
Description:

Language of the English .
Material:

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Harvey Kurtzman Papers; Box and
Folder; Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.
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Content Description

Harvey Kurtzman was a cartoonist, comics writer, editor, teacher, satirist, and shaper of
culture—and is considered one of the handful of "Grand Masters" of the comics medium. A
lifelong New Yorker, he is perhaps best known for creating MAD magazine in 1952, after
spending two years at EC Comics writing and editing war stories. He left MAD in 1956 and,
with the backing of publisher and cartoonist manqué Hugh Hefner, launched the humor
magazine Trump. It failed, as did subsequent publications Humbug and Help!, but in the
process Kurtzman employed as assistant editors Gloria Steinem, Terry Gilliam (connecting him
to John Cleese, thereby assisting in the birth of Monty Python), and Robert Crumb; worked
with a number of stars of the underground comix movement, as well as French cartoonists such
as Goscinny (co-creator of Asterix) and Gotlib (a pioneer of alternative comics); and included
contributions from Mel Brooks, Mort Sahl, Dick Gregory, and many more.

Kurtzman's Jungle book (1959) is sometimes considered the first of what we now call a
"graphic novel," nearly 20 years before Will Eisner's A contract with God (often considered
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the "first graphic novel"). In the early 1960s, Kurtzman and longtime colleague Will Elder
collaborated on the "Little Annie Fanny" comic strip for Playboy, and contributed to Esquire,
The Saturday evening post, and TV guide with some regularity.

In the 1970s, Kurtzman began teaching cartooning at the School of Visual Arts, having been
hired at the express request of the cartooning students. Around the same time, Kurtzman's
interest in underground comics and acquaintance with Denis Kitchen led to a comprehensive
series of Kitchen Sink Press reprints of his work. He collaborated with the créme de la créeme
of satirical and/or underground comics, and was keenly interested and involved in the French
bandes dessinnées scene.
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Scope and Contents

The archives consist of correspondence and project files, process materials, color-guides,
business files, production files, small press publications, family documents and photographs,
color slides and reel-to-reel audio tapes, tearsheets, original art, and realia.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor

Columbia University, Mail Code 1127

535 W. 114th St.

New York, NY 10027

Business Number: (212) 854-5153

Fax Number: (212) 854-1365

rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu

URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Conditions Governing Use

Material is unprocessed. Please contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.
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Conditions Governing Use
Single reproductions may be made for research purposes. It is the responsibility of the user
to secure permission for publication or use from the appropriate copyright holder.
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