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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library
Creator: Boas, Franz, 1858-1942
Creator: Cultee, Charles
Title: Franz Boas Chinook language materials
ID: 18834842
ID: MS#2191
Date [inclusive]: 1880s-1942

Physical
Description:

Language of the
Material:
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0.75 Linear Feet One wide manuscript box (six volumes and one
folder)

Materials are primarily in Chinook with some Kathlamet dialect,
and some English translations.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of six volumes of manuscript notes that contain Franz Boas's work
on the Chinook language, which was spoken by Chinookans in the Pacific Northwest. It
also includes one folder of 1942 correspondence concerning placement of the materials at

Columbia.

Materials include two volumes of Boas's field notes from the early 1890s. These contain texts
in Chinook and some Kathlamet dialect, with some interlinear English. The texts are marked
to indicate where they where published in his Chinook Texts (1894) and Kathlamet Texts
(1901). According to the introduction to Chinook Texts, Boas's primary linguistic informant
was Charles Cultee.

Also found here are three volumes of Boas's manuscript "Dictionary of the Chinook Language
- Chinook dialect," which was not published. The manuscript includes references to published
sources for the various words and Inguistic constructions.

The final volume is Boas's manuscript "Chinook Grammar," which also was not published.
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The Chinook language documented here is distinct from Chinook Jargon/Chinuk Wawa. The
latter is a creole trade language derived from Chinook that developed in the 19th century in
the Pacific Northwest.

Page-level description was created in preparation for potential digitization. Contact RBML for
more information.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor

Columbia University, Mail Code 1127

535 W. 114th St.

New York, NY 10027

Business Number: (212) 854-5153

Fax Number: (212) 854-1365

rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu

URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is located onsite.

Conditions Governing Access

This collection has no restrictions.

Processing Information

Materials described by Kevin Schlottmann and Alissa Rivers, 2024. "Field Notes" 2 volumes,
formerly cataloged as X898 C44 B63 Vols I and II. "Chinook Dictionary" 3 volumes formerly
cataloged as X898 C44 B633 Vols I, II, and III. "Chinook Grammar" formerly cataloged as
one volume X898 C44 B634 Folio.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Correspondence was given to Columbia by Boas in 1942, and placed it into the RBML
general manuscripts collection, box 51. In 2024 the letters relating to Chinook were moved
to this collection.
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The volumes were transfered from the Smithsonian Bureau of American Ethnology to
Columbia in 1942, at Boas's request. At Columbia, they were formerly cataloged as part of
the X manuscript collection. In 2024 this collection was created, and they were added here.

The family of Franz Boas gave additional material to Columbia University around 1943,
immediately after his death, where they were stored in the Rare Book and Manuscript
Library (RBML).
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Controlled Access Headings

. Dictionaries

+ Language and languages -- Grammars
. Manuscripts (documents)

+  Chinook language

*  Cathlamet dialect

*  Shoshoni Indians

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances
"Field Notes"

Scope and Contents

Much of this material appears in Boas's Chinook Texts
(1894) and Kathlamet Texts (1901), and numbers on the
manuscript pages can be linked to the published pages.

Formerly cataloged as X898 C44 B63, Vols I and II.

Volume I box 1
Volume II box 1

"Chinook Dictionary"

Scope and Contents

Formerly cataloged as X898 C44 B633, Vols I, II, and III
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Scope and Contents

The first two pages contain a small amount of Shoshone
anthropological data. No individuals are identified.

Volume I box 1
Volume II box 1
Volume III box 1
"Chinook Grammar" box 1

Scope and Contents

Formerly cataloged as X898 C44 B634 Folio

Correspondence, 1942 box 1 folder 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence regarding transfer of these materials
from the Smithsonian Bureau of American Ethnology to
Columbia University
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