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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Creator: Schwartz, Edward

Title: Edward Schwartz photographs

ID: 17161584

ID: MS#2122

Date [inclusive]: 1930s-1960s

Physical
Description:

15 Linear Feet 12 record storage cartons 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Edward Schwartz Papers; Box and
Folder; Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University Library.
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Content Description

The son of Russian Jewish immigrants, Schwartz grew up in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. He
graduated from Hebrew Technical Institute in 1922 and then attended City College at night
while working factory jobs as an engineer during the day. Schwartz joined the Photo League
in 1938 and began taking street pictures of New York's immigrant neighborhoods. During
World War II he served in the Navy as a SeaBee and continued to take photographs while
stationed in Okinawa, Japan. After the war he worked as an assistant for Berenice Abbott. In
1948 or 1949 he completed "Around New York," a documentary film about daily life on the
Lower East Side. Schwartz's photographs of New York City street scenes combined elements of
photojournalistic and artistic forms. His photographs of the protests against the 1953 execution
of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are especially significant. In 1949 Angela Calomiris testified that
Schwartz was the section organizer of the Photographic Group of the Cultural Section of the
American Communist Party. Schwartz continued to work in the construction industry while
photographing in his spare time. (Adapted from text by the Jewish Museum)
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Conditions Governing Access

Material is unprocessed. Please contact rbml@columbia.edu for more information.

Conditions Governing Use

Single reproductions may be made for research purposes. It is the responsibility of the user
to secure permission for publication or use from the appropriate copyright holder.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Gift of Richard Schwartz, 2023.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Photography
• Correspondence
• Slides (photographs)
• black-and-white photographs
• Black-and-white negatives
• negatives (photographs)

- Page 4 -

mailto:rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html


Edward Schwartz photographs17161584

• Okinawa Island (Japan)
• World War, 1939-1945 -- Japan -- Okinawa Island
• City and town life -- New York (State) -- New York -- History -- 20th century -- Pictorial

works
• Anti-communist movements -- United States -- 20th century
• Anti-communist movements -- New York (State) -- New York
• New York (N.Y.) -- Social life and customs
• Lower East Side (New York, N.Y.) -- Social conditions
• Rosenberg, Julius, 1918-1953
• Rosenberg, Ethel, 1915-1953
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