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Summary Information

Repository: Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Title: European 1968 Protest and Activism collection

ID: 12353974

ID: MS#1819

Date [inclusive]: 1967-1969

Physical
Description:

0.42 linear feet 1 half-manuscript box, one oversized folder 

Language of the
Material:

French , German .

Preferred Citation

Identification of specific item; Date (if known); European 1968 Protest and Activism
collection; Box and Folder; Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University
Library.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

The events of May 1968 in France consisted of large-scale demonstrations, massive general
wildcat strikes, and the occupation of universities and factories throughout the country.
Students protested against capitalism, consumerism, and traditional values. At the peak of the
movement, over 10 million workers were involved, paralyzing the nation and nearly bringing
down one of the world's largest free-market economies. By late June, elections were held and
a right-wing party won in an overwhelming majority, and the violence evaporated almost as
quickly as it had begun.

^ Return to Table of Contents

- Page 3 -



European 1968 Protest and Activism collection12353974

Scope and Contents

Contains photographs and ephemera from the May 1968 student uprising in Paris, as well as
material from the German 1968 student movement.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Butler Library, 6th Floor
Columbia University, Mail Code 1127
535 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10027
Business Number: (212) 854-5153
Fax Number: (212) 854-1365
rbml@libraries.cul.columbia.edu
URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/index.html

Restrictions on Access

This collection is located on-site.

Restrictions on Access

This collection has no restrictions.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Method of acquisition--Purchase; Date of acquisition--January 2017.

Conditions Governing Use

Single reproductions may be made for research purposes. It is the responsibility of the user
to secure permission for publication or use from the appropriate copyright holder.
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Processing Information

Lightly processed based on dealer description by Kevin Schlottmann, March 2022.
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Controlled Access Headings

• General Strike, France, 1968
• Radicalism -- France -- 1968
• Radicalism -- Germany -- 1968
• Leaflets (printed works)
• Printed Ephemera
• Photographs
• Student movements

Collection Inventory

Series I: French materials
Title/Description Instances

Printed ephemera, circa 1968

Scope and Contents

Several hundred pieces of paper ephemera from
assorted events leading up to and related to May
1968, including: flyers for film screenings, dance
performances, soirees, and lectures; notices of
meetings or demonstrations by various groups
including Jeunesse Communiste Revolutionnaire,
Le Cercle de Culture Arabe, Comité Central du
Parti Communiste Français, Mouvement Federaliste
Europeen, Le Comité Solidarité Viet-Nam d'Aix,
Union des Etudiants Communistes de France, La
Jeunesse Avec le Vietnam, Le MRAP (Mouvement
Contre le Racisme, l'Antisémitisme et pour la Paix), les
Jeunesses Socialistes S.F.I.O., and others; newsletters
and journals; informational packets put out by various
groups; bulletins; and other ephemera.

box 1 folder 1-3

Paris photographs, May 1968 box 1 folder 4
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Scope and Contents

28 original black and white photographic prints
related to the May 1968 riots in Paris, including police
in riot gear, barricades, burning cars, bloodied and
beaten protestors, tear gas, and several more peaceful
demonstrations featuring intellectuals including
New Wave filmmakers François Truffaut and Claude
Chabrol.

Oversize newspapers and ephemera, May 1968

Scope and Contents

Révoltes - Pour la Construction de l'Organisation
Revolutionnaire de la Jeunesse, No. 18 (May 1968); Le
Point (May 1968); Adresse a tour les travailluers (May
30, 1968); Amnistie des Yeus Creves (poster).

mapcase 15-
L-1

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: German materials
Title/Description Instances

Kommune I. Plonk, circa 1967

Scope and Contents

28-page journal containing typed copies of documents
regarding the actions of the Free University against
Volker Gebbert, letters from family members, and
other writings.

box 1 folder 5

APO-Énten auf MM-Trip, 1969

Scope and Contents

Comix satire on Donald Duck, about the student
counterculture of the 1960s, drugs, sexual liberation,
and revolution. Created as an addendum to the
exhibition "Comic Strips" at the Academy of Art,
Berlin.

box 1 folder 5

Manifesto "Diagnose zum Bauen in West-Berlin", 1968

Scope and Contents

Unpaginated volume from the Aktion 507 Berlin
architecture group to accompany an exhibition held
in September 1968 which criticized contemporary
construction in West Berlin, containing a manifesto
from the group, assorted texts, and illlustrations
from the exhibition. Illustrated throughout from

box 1 folder 5
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photographs, drawings, and plans. 4to. Orig printed
wrpps. Berlin (Gerhard Rump) 1968.

Ephemera, 1968

Scope and Contents

Kommune I press release; two flyers.

box 1 folder 5

Newspapers, 1968

Scope and Contents

Satirical or underground papers, including one
issue each of "Völkischer Beobachter," "Der Linkeck
Landers" (Number 3A), and "B. Z." (Number 1,
2/29/1968).

mapcase 15-
L-1

folder 1

^ Return to Table of Contents
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